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vice the priest sprinkles the ashes with holy water and in-
censes them, praying for a blessing upon them. Then, one
by one, the people advance and the priest makes the sign of
the cross upon their foreheads with the ashes, saying: "Re-
member, O man, thou art dust and to dust thou shalt re-
turn." The Greek service has no especial features. With
the Syrians oil is used instead of ashes.
On the Saturday before Palm Sunday a practice, now
moribund, used to be common to all the churches and still
may be seen in the interior. According to this custom the
school-boys go from house to house enacting a crude sort
of miracle play written on a roll of paper and commemorat-
ing in poetical language the raising of Lazarus. Two boys
hold the extended roll while the other boys chant the story,
except the one who lies on the ground underneath the roll
to represent Lazarus. When they reach the point where
the dead man conies forth, the boy gets up and the paper is
rolled up again. The collection made of money and prod-
uce is supposed to go to the teacher who copied the story.
In former days on Palm Sunday the Maronites used
sometimes to erect an olive tree in the church, but the pull-
ing of this to pieces, branch by branch, by the people pro-
duced such an unseemly disturbance that the practice was
abandoned. At present a tray of olive twigs or small
branches rests on the lectern while the service takes place.
After being blessed, these are carried in procession, while
the singers chant the words: "Hosanna to the Son of
David!7' The twigs are taken home for a blessing. The
thrifty Syrians, who have a similar service but may omit
the procession, sometimes sell these at auction for the bene-
fit of the church. With the Greeks, dried palm branches,
cut and braided, are carried in the procession by the people
and later taken home.
The ceremony of washing the disciples' feet on Maundy
Thursday has ever had a wide celebration. As the Lord's
anointed, kings have performed this. The King of Spain
still "washes the feet" of twelve old men, and the queen, of
twelve old women. The Emperor of Austria, also follows
the practice. In the Greek Church the washing must be

